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Tom Stoppard is a well-respected Czech-born British playwright 

and screenwriter. He is well known for his intellectual humor, linguistic 

agility, and philosophical acuity and is regarded as being among the 

most important voices in modern theatre. 

Born Tomáš Straussler in 1937, Stoppard's childhood was one of 

displacement as his family escaped the Nazi occupation of 

Czechoslovakia. After periods spent in Singapore and India, he finally 

came to England. This multicultural experience frequently underlies the 

complicated themes of identity, exile, and clashing of cultures in his 

plays. 



 

 

 

 

Stoppard's arrival was with the revolutionary play Rosencrantz and 

Guildenstern Are Dead (1966), which brilliantly reimagines 

Shakespeare's Hamlet from the point of view of two minor figures. His 

impressive oeuvre for the theatre also comprises such renowned plays 

as: 

Arcadia (1993), a dense interplay of science, literature, and landscape 

gardening. 

 

The Real Thing (1982), a wry and moving examination of love, 

marriage, and being genuine. 

 

Jumpers (1972), a philosophical farce that confronts moral philosophy 

with bravura leaping. 

Travesties (1974), a dazzling examination of art, revolution, and 

memory. 

Leopoldstadt (2020), a highly personal and sweepingly epic play that 

draws on his own family history to explore the Jewish experience in 

20th-century Vienna. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Outside the theatre, Stoppard has also achieved great success in 

film, notably co-writing the Academy Award-winning screenplay for 

Shakespeare in Love (1998). His writing is marked by its witty prose, 

convoluted plots, and the effortless incorporation of complex concepts 

from science, philosophy, and literature. He has been awarded many 

honours over the course of his career, including a knighthood in 1997 for 

services to literature. 


